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ROYAL ABUSES OF TWENTY YEARS. 
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It is true that the germs of mauy of 
the evils of Kalakaua's reign may be 
traced to the reign of Kamehameha 
V. The reactionary policy of that 
monarch is well known Under him 
the ''recrudescence** of heathenism 
commenced, as evinced by the Pagan 
orgies at the funeral of his sister, Vic- 
toria Karaamalu, in June, 1866, and by 
his encouragement of the lascivious 
huialiula dancers and of the pernicious 
clasM of Kahunas or sorcerers. Closely 
connected with this reaction was a 
growl nirjealou^y and hatred of foreign- 
ers. 

INTBiaXTBS DURING LUNALILO's BEIGN. 

During Lunalilo's brief reign, 1873- 
'74, this feeling was fanned into a 
flame by several causes, via, the exe- 
cution of the law for the segregation 
of lepers, the agitation caused by the 



bf^posal to 6ede the ilse of Pearl U&f' 
bor to the United tiStates, and the fa- 
mous muting at the barracks. Thi&r 
disaffection Wad mad^ the most of by 
Kalakaua, who in^as. smarting under^ 
his defeat In the election of January 
8, 187^. Indeed, his manffcHto preti- 
ous to that election appealed to this 
race prejudice, 'fhus he promised, i/ 
elected, '*to repeal the poll taH,'' '*to 
put natiTe Hawaiians into the Gov-' 
eruDbetit ofAoe»,^* to ''amend the Con-^ 
stitution of 18614," etc. **Beware," he 
said, *'of the Constitution of 1852, and 
the fal»e teaching of the foreigners, 
who are now seeking to obtain the di- 
rection of the Govern menty if Luna 
lilo ascends the throne'' Waltei' 
Murray Gibson, formerly Mormon 
apOHtle and shepher'd of Lanai^ then 
professional politician and editor of 
that scurrilous paper, Nuhou, Was bit- 
terly disappointed that he iiad beed 
ignored in the formation of Lunalilo^H 
cabinet. Accordingly lie took the 
role of an agitator and attached him- 
self to Kalakaua's party. They were 
both <lisappointed at the result of the 
barracks mutiny^ which had undoubt- 
edly been fomented by Kalakaua. 

THE EI/BOTION OF KAIiAHAlTA. 

Upon Lunalilo's untimely deathy 
t'ebrtiary S, 1874, as no successor to the 
throne had been appointed, the Legis- 
lature wa8 summoned to meet on the 
l2th^ only nine Hayn after bin deaths 
Tile popular choice lay between Kala- 
kaua and the Queen-DoWager Emma. 
The Cabinet and the American party 
used all their Influence in favor of the 



former, while the Eoglisb favored 
Qaeen Emma, who was devoted to 
their interest. At the same time Ra- 
lakaiia's true character was not gener* 
ally understood. The natives knew 
that his family ha<l always been an 
idolatrous one. fclis reputed grand* 
father, Kamauawa, had been hanged, 
October 20, 1840, for poisoning his 
wife, Kamokuiki* 

Under Kamebameba V. he had al« 
ways been an advoeate of absolutism, 
and also of the removal of the prohi- 
bition of furnishing alcoholic liquors 
to natives. While he was postmaster 
a defalcation occurred, which was 
covered up, while his friends made 
good the loss to the Government. 
Liike Wilkins Micawber, he was impe- 
cunious all his life, whatever the 
amount of his income might be. Ha 
was characterized by a fondness for 
decorations and military show long 
bafore he was thought of as a possible 
candidate for the throne. 

It was believed, however, that if 
Queen Emma should be elected there 
would lie no hope of our obtaining a 
reciprocity treaty with the United 
States. The movement in favor of 
Queen Emma carried the day with 
uxe natives on Oahu, but had not time 
to «pread to the other islands. It was 
charged, and generally believed that 
bribery was used by Kalakaua's 
friends to secure his election. Be 
that aa it may, the Legislature was 
convened in the old court- house (now 
occupied by Hackfeld A Co.) and 
elected Kalakaua King by 39 votes 
too. 



THE COURT-HOUSE BJOT. 

A howling mob, com posed of Queen 
^Elmma's partisans, had surrounded 
the court Dou8e duriii»< the election, 
after which tliey battered down the 
back door«>, sacked the building, and 
assaulted the representhtives with 
clubs. Messrs. C. C Harris and 8. B, 
Dole held the main door against 
them for considerable time. The 
mob, with one exception, refrained 
from violence to foreigners, from fear 
of intervention by the men of-war in 
port. 

The cabinet and the marshal had 
been warned of the danger, but had 
naade light of it. The police appeared 
to be in sympathy with the populace^ 
and the volunteers, for the same 
reason, would not turn out Mr. H, 

A. Pierce, the American Minister, 
however, had anticipated the riot, 
and had agreed with Commodore 
Belknap, of the U. 8. 8. Tuscarora^ 
and Commodore Skerrett, of the 
Portsmouth, upon a signal for laad 
Ing the troops under their command. 
At last Mr. C. R. Bishop, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, formally applied to 
him and to Maj. Wodehouse, H. B. 
M.'s Commissioner, for assistance ix^ 
putting down the riot. 

A body of 15Q marines immediately 
landed from the two American men-* 
of-uar, and in a few minutes waa 
joined by one of seventy men from H, 

B. M.'s corvette Tenedos, Capt. Ray. 
They quickly dispersed the mob and 
arrested a number of them without 
any bloodshed. The British troopa 
first occupied Queen Emma's grounas^ 



ftr resting several of the ringleaders 
there, and afterwards gaarded the 
pataee and barracks. The other Gov- 
•ernment buildings, the prison, etc., 
were guarded by American troops 
until the 20th. 

INAUOUBATION OF KAIjAKAUA. 

The next day at noon Kalakaua 
was sworn in as King, under the 
protection of the United Btate^^ troops. 
By an irony of fate the late leader of 
Che auti American agitation owed his 
life and his throne to American inter- 
vention^ and for several years he de- 
pended upon the support of the for- 
eign community. In these circum- 
stances he did not venture to proclaim 
a new constitution (as in his inau- 
gural speech he had said he intended 
to do), nor to tiisregard public opin- 
ion in his appointments. His first 
Minister of Foreign Affairs was the 
late Hon. W. L. Green, an English- 
man, universally respected for his in- 
tegrity and ability, who held this 
office for nearly three years, and car- 
ried through the treaty of reciprocity 
in the teetn of bitter opposition. 

THE RBOIPBOOITY TBEATT. 

The following October Messrs. E. 
H. Allen and H. A. P. Carter were 
sent to Washington to negotiate a 
treaty of reeiprocity. 

Pbe Government of the United 
States having extended an invitation 
to the King, and placed the U. 8. S. 
Benieia at bis disposal^ he embarked 
November 17, 1874, accompanied by 
Mr. H. A. Pierce and several other 



gentlemen. They were most cordi- 
lally received and treated aa guests of 
the nation. After a tour through the 
Northern States the royal party re- 
turned to Honolulu February 15, 
1876, in the XJ. S. 8. Pensacola, The 
treaty of reciprocity was concluded 
January 30, 1875, and the ratifications 
were exchanged at Washington June 
3, 1876. 

The act necessary to carry it into 
effect was not, however, passed by 
the Hawaiian Legislature till July 
18, 1876, after the most stubborn oppo- 
sition, chiefly from the English mem- 
bers of the bouse and the partisans of 
Queen Emma, who denounced it as a 
step toward annexation. It finally 
went into effect September 9, 1876. 

THE ADVENT OF SPBEOEEI/8. 

The first etteoi of the reciprocity 
treaty was t«) cause a ^^boorn'' in 
sugar, which turned the heads of 
some of our shrewdest men and near- 
ly caused a financial crash. Among 
other enterprises the Haiku irriga- 
tion ditch, twenty miles in length, 
which taps certain streams flowing 
down the northern slopes of Bast 
Maui and waters three plantations, 
was planned and carried out hy Mr. 
S. T. Alexander, In 1877. About that 
time he pointed out to Col. Glaus 
Spreckels the fertile plain of Centra) 
Maui, then lying waste, which only 
needed irrigation to produce immense 
crops. Accordingly,' in 1878, Mr. 
Spreckels applied to the cabinet for a 
lease of the surplus waters of the 
streams on the northeast side of Maui 



as far as HoDomaDu. They flow 
through a rugged district at present 
almost uniu habited. The then Attor- 
ney-Geueral, Judge Hartwell, and 
the Minister of the Interior, J. Mott 
Smith, refused to grant him a perpe- 
tual monopoly of this water, as they 
state it. Up to this time the changes 
in tfae cabinet had been caused by 
disagreement between its members, 
and no political significance. 

In the meantime, Mr. Gibson, after 
many months of preparation, had 
brought in before the liegislature a 
motion of want of confidence in the 
muiisiry, which was defeated June 24 
by a vote of 26 to 19. On the night of 
July 1 Messrs. Claus Spreckels and 
G. W. Macfarlane had a long coi.fer- 
ence with Kalakaua at the HawHiiao 
Hotel on the subject of the water pri- 
vilege, anti adjourned to the palace 
about midnight. It is not necessary 
to give the detaiU here, but the re- 
suit was that letters were drawn up 
and signed by the King, addrensed to 
each member of the cabinet, request- 
ing his resignation, without stating 
any reason fur his dismissal. These 
letters were delivered by a mesMen- 
ger between 1 and 2 o'clock in the 
tnorniiitf. Such an arbitrary and des- 
potic act was without precedent in 
Hawaiian history. 

* Tiie next day a new cabinet was 
appointed, consisting of 8. G. Wilder, 
Minister of the Interior, E. Prenton, 
Attorney General, Bimon Kaai, Min- 
ister of Finance, and John Kapeua, 
Minister ot Foreign Affairs. The last 
two positions wiire sinecures^ but 
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Kaai as a speaker aod politieian bad 
great influence with his countrymeiu 
The new cabinet granted Mr. Spreck- 
els the desired water privilege for 
thirty years at $500 per annum. The 
opiuai license and free liquor bilU 
were killed. The actual premier, Mr. 
Wilder, was probably the ablest ad- 
ministrator that tbis country 'has 
ever had. He infused new vigor into 
every department of the Government, 
promoted immigration, carried out 
extensive public improvements, and 
at the legislative session of 1880 was 
able to show cash in the treasury suf- 
ficient to pay off the existing national 
debt. But bis determination to ad 
minister his own department in 
accordance with business methods 
did not suit the King. 

Meanwhile Gibnon spared no pains 
to make himself conspicuous as the 
aoi-disant champion of the aboriginal 
race. He even tried to capture the 
"missionaries," ''experienced reli- 
gion,'' held forth at Sunday prayer 
meetings, and spoke in favor of tem- 
perance. 

OBIiSO OBSAB MOBBNO. 

The professional lobbyist, Celso 
Cesar Moreno, well known at Sacra- 
mento and Washngton, arrived in 
Honolulu November 14, 1879, on the 
China Merchants' Steam Navigation 
Company's steamer Ho-cbuug, with 
the view of establishing a line of 
steamers between Honolulu and 
China. Soon afterwards he presented 
a memorial to the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment asking for a subsidy to the pro 
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posed line. He remained in Honolulu 
about ten months, during whiob time 
he gained unbounded influence over 
the king by servile flattery and by en- 
couraging all his pet hobbies. He told 
bim that be ought to be his own prim« 
minister, and to fill all Government 
offices with native Ha waiiaos. He«Q 
eouraged his craze for a ten- million 
loan, to be spent chiefly for military 
purposes, and told him that China 
was the ''treasure liouse of the world/' 
where he^ould borrow all the money 
be wanted. The king was always aii 
active poilticiani and he left no stone 
unturned to^earry the election of 1860. 
His candidates advocated a ten-mil- 
lion loan and unlimited Chinese im- 
migration. With Moreno- s assistance 
he proilueed a pamphlet in support of 
the»e views, entittled '^A reply to 
ministerial utterances.' ' 

TBX smsios ov 188D. 

fn the Legislature of 1680 was seen 
the strange spectacle of the king 
working with a pair of unscrupulous 
adventurers to oust his own constitu- 
tional advisers, and introducing 
through his creatures a series of bills^ 
which were generally defeated by the 
ministry. 

Gibeou had now thrown off tlie 
mask, and voted for everyone of the 
ki ng and Moreno^s measures. Among 
their bills which failed were the ten- 
mi llion loan bill, the opium license 
bill, the free-liquor bill and especially 
the bill guaranteeing a bonus of $1,- 
i)00,000 in gold to Moreno's Trans- 
FAcifh Cable Company. 
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The subsidy to the China line of 
steamers was carried by the lavish 
use of money; but it was never paid. 
Appropriations were passed tor the 
education of Hawaiian youths abroad,, 
and for the coronation of the king and 
queen. 

At last on the 4th of August,, Gibson 
brought in a motion of *^waut of con- 
ftdeiice,^' which, after a lengthy de- 
bate« was defeated by the decisive 
vote of a^ to la On the 14th, the king 
prorogued the Liegislature at noon^ 
and about an hour later (iinmiHsed his 
ministers without a word of explana- 
tion, and appointed Moreno Premier 
and Minister of Foreign Afifkirn; J. £. 
Bush, Minister of the Interior; W. C« 
Jones« Attorney General; and Rev. M« 
Kuaea^ Minister Finance, 

Moreno was generally detested by 
the foreign community^ and the hu- 
nouncemeut of his appointment 
created intense excitement. 

For the first time tlie di8con]ant 
elements of this community were 
united^ and they were supported by a 
large proportion of the natives. The 
three highest and most inOuential 
chiefH-<-4iueen I>owager Km ma, Ruth 
Keelikolani and Beruice Pauahi Bis- 
hop— Joined in condemning the kiug^a 
course. I wo mass meetings were held 
at the Kaumakapili church, and a 
smaller one of foreigners at the old 
Bethel church, to protest against the 
coup d*etat. The diplomatic represen- 
tativcB of the United States, England 
^nd France— General Comlyi Major 
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Wo(tebou«e and M. ftatatd — raised 
their respective flags over their lega- 
tions, and declared that tbey Would 
bold no further official iDtercoursie 
With the Hawalilan Government as 
long )Bi8 Moreuo should be pretnien 
On the side nf tbe king, R. W. Wil- 
t30X, Nawabi and T)ther8 harangued 
the natives, appealing to their JeaN 
t>a8y of foreigners. The following 
fuanitestt) in a sample : 

WAX-VP CEIiSO llOBENOw 

**To all true-born citizens of tbe 
c 'Ontry, greeting: We have With us 
one CelsoOesar Moreno, a naturalized 
and true Hawaiian. Sis great desire 
iB the advancement of this country in 
Wealth, and the salvation of thilB 
people-, by play;ing the leading posi- 
tions of Government in the hands ot 
the Hawaiians tor administration, 
i'he great desire of Moreno is to cast 
down foreigners from official positionis 
Bnd to put true HawaiicinB in tbeit 
places, because (o them belongs tbe 
country. Tliey should hold the Gov- 
ernment and not strangers. This bas 
been tbe cause of tbe decrease of tbe 
people. Positions have been taken 
from Htewaiians and given to strang- 
ers. C. C. Moreno desires to throw 
tlowu these foreigners and to elevate 
to high positions tbe people to whom 
belongs the land, i. e., the red skins. 
Tbis is tbe real cause of jealously on 
the part of foreigners, viz., that Ha- 
waiians fihall be placed Above them In 
all things in tbis w«il-beloved coun- 
try. iX. C Moreno is tbe heart from 
wbeuoe will issue life to the real Ha- 
waiians." 
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After four days of intense excite- 
ment, the King yielded to the storm. 
Moreno's resignation was announced 
on the 19th, and his place filled ad 
interim hy J. E. Bush. On the 30tb 
Moreno left for Europe, with three 
Hawaiian ''youths'' uiid^r his charge, 
viz., R W. Wilcox, a member of the 
late Legislature, 26 years of age, 
Robert Boyd, and James K. Booth. 
It was afterwards ascertained that he 
bore a secret commission as minister 
plenipotentiary and envoy extraordi 
nary to all the great powers, as well 
as letters addrfs^ed to the govern- 
ments of the United States, England, 
and France, <iemanding the recall of 
their representatives. A violent quar- 
rel had broken out between him and 
his disappointed rival, Gibson, who 
purchased the P. C. Advertiser print- 
ing office with Government money 
September 1, and conducted that 
paper thenceforth as the King's 
organ 

Mr. W. L. Green was persuaded to 
accept the vacant place of minister of 
foreign affairs September 22. In a 
few days he discovered what had been 
done, and immediately notified the 
representatives of the three powers 
concerned of the insult that had been 
oflljred them. 

A meeting was held at his office be- 
tween the foreign representatives on 
the one side and himself and J. E. 
Bush on the other, at which the 
letters in question were read. The 
result was that Mr. Green resigned 
and compelled the resignation ol his 
colleagues. 
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THE GREEN-OABTBR MINISTBY. 

Mr. Clau8 Spreckels, who arrived 
September 5, took ao active part in 
these events and in the formation of 
the new ministry, which consisted of 
W. L. Green, Minister of Foreign 
Afikirs; H. A. P. Carter, Minister of 
the Interior; J. 8 Walker, Minister 
of Finance, and W N. Armstrong, 
Attorney- General. 

The first act was to annul Moreno's 
commission, and to send dispatches, 
which were telegraphed from San 
Francisco to Washington, London, 
and Paris, disavowing tne demands 
which he had sent Moreno, how- 
ever, proceeded on his journey and 
finally placed the Hawaiian youths, 
one in a military and two in a naval 
school in Italy. 

THE king's TOUB AROUND THE WORIjD. 

The King immediately began to 
agitate his project of a trip around the 
world. As it was known he was cor- 
responding with Moreno, it was ar- 
ranged that Mr. C. H. Judd should 
accompany him as Chamberlain, and 
Mr. W. N. Armstrong as Commission- 
er of Immigration He was received 
with royal honors in Japan, Slam, 
and Johore. On the King's arrival 
in Naples, Moreno made an audacious 
attempt to take possession of His 
Majesty and dispense with his com- 
panions, but he met with more than 
his match in Mr. Armstrong The 
royal party visited nearly all the cap- 
itals of Europe, where the King add- 
ed a large number of decorations to 
his collection, and took particular 
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t)t>te X>t military matters and c^Urt 
^etiquette. An Austrian field battery 
Which took bis eye afterwards cost 
this country nearly |20,000. Durinj^ 
the tting^s absence hiH sister, Mrs. 
iDominis, styled Lilluokalani, acted 
HS regent. He returned to Itduolulu 
October ^9^ 1881, where he had a mag 
nificent reception, triumphal archeH) 
torches blading at noonday, and extra^ 
Vagant adulation of every description. 

tJKIUMP^ Olf GidSONv 

During the Iting's absence h^ had 
kept up a correspondence With bis 
political workers at honle, and after 
nis return he produced another pamph- 
let in Hawaiian, advocating a ten- 
kuillion loan. Gibson's p^per had 
been fille'i with gross flattery of the 
kCing and of the natives, and had 
made the most of the smallpox epi^ 
Yiemic of 1881 to excite the populace 
against the ministry. 

JuHt before the election of 1882, a 
pamphlet appeared, icontainiug ^ 
sicathlng exposure of his past careelC 
(especially in connection with the 
Mnrman Church), backed by a mass 
of documentary evidence. Gibson's 
only reply was to point to his subse- 
quent election by a large majority of 
the native voters of Honolulu. Only 
two othei* white men were elected on 
the islands that year. It was the first 
time that the race Is^ue had supersede 
ed all other considerations witb the 
kiatiVe electorate. 

sBssiON o^ 1882 

The Legislature of 1882 was one of 
the weakest and most corrupt that 
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ever sat in HodoIuIu. At the openlog 
of the sesBion Minister Carter waa 
absent in Portugal, negotiating a 
tfeaty with the Government of that 
country. It was soon evident that 
the Ministry did not oontrol a major- 
ity of the House, but the king did« 
After an iueftVotual attempt to quiet 
Gi(»son by o]6rtiring hi m the Presidency 
of the Board of Health, with a saiary 
of $4000. they reHigued May Idth, and 
Gibson beoame Premier 

His ooi leagues were J. £. Bush^ 
lately of Moreno's cabinet; Simon 
Kaai, who drauJc himself to death; 
and Edward Preston, Attorney Gen- 
eral, who was really the mainstay of 
the Cabinet. 

One of their first measures was an 
act to convey to Claus Hpreui^eis tbe 
crown lands of Wailuku, containing 
Kome 24,000 acres, in order to com pro- 
niide a claim which he held to an un** 
divided share of the crown lands. He 
iiad purchased from Ruth Keelikolaui, 
for the sum of $10,000, all the interest 
which Hhe might have had in the 
crown lands as bt-ing the half-sister of 
Kamehameha IV., who died intes- 
tate. Her claim had been ignored in 
the decision of the Supreme Court and 
the Act of 1805, which constituted the 
crowd lands. Instead of testing her 
right by a suit before the Supreme 
Court, the Mini8try tliought it tiest to 
aiM^ept the above compromise and car- 
ried it through the Legislature. 

The prohibition against furnishing 
intoxicating li<)uor to natives was re- 
pealed at this se!4sion, and the conwe^ 
quenoes to the race have been disaft^ 



trous. Tbe ten-million loan bill wa« 
again introdueed, but was shelved in 
eommitt/ee and a two-million loau 
act substituted for it. The appropria- 
tion bill was swelled to double the 
estimated receipts of the Government, 
including $30,000 for coronation ex- 
penses, $BO,000 for Hawaiian youths 
In foreign countries, $10,000 for a 
Board of Qenealogy, besides large 
sums for the military, foreign em- 
bassies, the palace, eie. 

At the last moment a bill W€U3 rush- 
ed through giving the king sole power 
to appoint district Justices, through 
bis creatures, the governors, which 
bad formerly been done only *'by and 
with the advice of the Jubtices of tbe 
Supreme Court." This was another 
step toward absolutism* Meanwhile 
Gibson defended the king's right to be 
an active politician, and called him 
^*the first Hawaiian king with the 
brains and heart of a statesman.'' 

At tbe sam«» lime it was understood 
that Clans Spreckels backed the Gib- 
son ministry and made them advances 
under the Loan Act. 

TH8 0090ir4TXOV. 

Kalakaua had always felt dissatis- 
fied with the manner in which he bad 
been sworn in as king. He was also 
tired of being lemi tided thai he was 
not a king by birth, but 4»uly by elec- 
tion. To remedy this defect he deter- 
mined to have the ceremony per- 
formed over again in as imposing a 
manner as possible. Three years were 
spent in preparations for the great 
«vant| ana invitations were sani to 
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all rulers and poteatates on earth to 
be present in person or by proxy on 
the occasion. Japan sent a commis- 
HJcner, while England, France and 
the United b'tates were represented by 
ships of war The oeremony took 
place February 12, 1883, nine years 
after Kalakaua's inauguration. Most 
of the regalia ha<1 been ordered from 
Loudon, viz., two crowns, a scepter, 
ring and sword, wliile the royal 
feather mantle, tabu stick and kaliili 
or plumed staff, were native insignia 
of rank. 

A pavilion was built for the occa- 
sion, as well as a temporary amphi- 
theatre for the spectators. Tiie Cnief 
Justice administered the oath of office 
and inve^'ted the king with the vari- 
ous insignia. This ceremony was boy- 
cotted by thc' high chiefs, Queen 
Emma, Ruth Keelikolani and Mrs. 
Bern ice Pauahi Bishop, and by a large 
part of the foreign community, as an 
expensive and U8ele^8 pageant ir tend- 
ed to aid the king's political schemes 
to make himnelf an abt<olute monarch. 
The coronation was followed by feasts, 
a regatta and racen, and by a series of 
nightly hula hulas, i. e., heathen 
dances, accompanied by appropriate 
songs. The printer of the coronation 
hula programme, which contained 
the subjects and first lines of these 
songs, was prosecuted and fined by 
the court on account of their gro3s and 
incredible obscenity. 

BMBASSZES, BXa 

During this year Mr. J. M. Kapena 
was sent as £nvoy Extraordinary to 
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JapaD, while Mr. C. P. laukea, with 
H. Poor as secretary, was sent to at- 
tend the coronation of the Czar Alex- 
ander III. at Moscow, and afterwards 
on a mission to Paris, Borne, Bel- 
grade, Calcutta and Japan, on his way 
around the world. 

Kalakaua was no longer satisfied 
with being merely King of Hawaii, 
but aspired to whstt Gibson termed 
the "Primacy of the Pacific.*' Cap- 
tain Tripp and F. L. Clarke were sent 
as royal commisnioners to the Gilbert 
Islands and New Hebrides, to prepare 
the wa> for a Hawaiian protectorate; 
a parody on the *' Monroe doctrine' 
was put forth in a grandiloquent pro- 
test addressed to all the great powers 
by Mr. Gibson, warning them against 
any further annexation of iHlands in 
tho Pacific Ocean, and claiming for 
Hawaii the exclusive right 'Ho assist 
them in improving their political aud 
social condition,' ' i. e., a virtual pro- 
tectorate of the other groups. 

THE HAWAIIAN COINAGE. 

Ihe king was now Impatient to 
haT'e his '4iiiage and superscription*' 
on the coinage of the realm, to add to 
his dignity as an independetit mon- 
arch. As no appropriation had been 
made for this purpose, recourse was 
had to the 'recognized **power behind 
the throne." Mr. Claus Spreckela 
purchased the bullion, and arrange- 
ments were made with the San Fran- 
cisco mint for the coinage of silver 
dollars and fractions of a dollar, to the 
amount of one million dollars* worth, 
to be o^ identical weight aud fineness 
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with the like coins of the United 
States. The iDtrinsic value of the 
silver dollar at that time was about 
84 cents. It was intended, however, 
to exchange this silver for gold bonds 
at par under the Loan Act of 1882. On 
the arrival of the first installment of 
the coin the matter was brought be- 
fore the Supreme Court by Messrs. 
Dole, Castle and W. O. Smith. After 
a full hearing of the case, the court 
decided that these bondH could not 
legally be placed except for par value 
in gold coin of the United States, and 
issued an iajunction to that efiTect on 
the Minister of Finance, December 14; 
1883. The Privy Council was then 
convened, and declared these coins to 
be of the legal value expressed on 
their face, subject to the legal-tender 
act, and they were gradually put into 
circulation. A profit of $150,000 is 
said to have been made on this trans- 
action. 

THE FIRST BBOONSTRUCTION OF THE GIB- 
SON CABINET, 1883. 

Mr. Gibson's first Cabinet went to 
pieces in a little over a year. Simon 
Kaai was eompelled to resign in Feb- 
ruary, 1883, from "chronic inebriety,'* 
and was succeeded by J. M. Kapena. 
Mr. Preston resigned the following 
May from distrust at the king's per- 
sonal intermeddling with the admin- 
istrtiaon, ani in July Mr. Bush re- 
signed in consequence of a falling out 
with Mr. Qibaon For some time *Hhe 
secietary stood alone," being at once 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Attorney- 
General and Minister of the Interior 
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ad interim; besides being President of 
the Board of Health, President of the 
Board of Eciucation and member of 
the Board of Immigration, with near- 
ly the whole foreign community op- 
posed to him. The price of Govern- 
ment bonds had fallen to 75 per cent, 
with DO takers, and tlie treasury was 
nearly empty. At this Juncture 
(Augusts) when a change of Minis- 
try was looked for, Mr C T. Qulick 
was persuaded to take the portfolio of 
the Interior, and a small loan was 
obtained from his friends. Then to 
the surprise of the public. Colonel 
Olaus Spreekels decided to support 
the Gibson Cabinet, which was soon 
after completed by the accesoiou of 
Paul Neumunn. 

THE LBGISIiATUBB OP 1884. 

Since 1882 a considerable reaction 
had taken place among the natives, 
who resented the cession of Wailuku 
to Spreekels, and felt a profound dis- 
trust of Gibson. In spite of the war 
cry '^Hawaii for Hawaiians,'' and the 
lavish use of Government patronage, 
the Palace party was defeated in the 
elections generally, although it held 
Honolulu, its stronghold. Among the 
Reform members that session were 
Messrs. Dole, Bowell, Smith, Hitch- 
cock, the three brothers, Godfrey, 
Cecil and Frank Brown, Kauhane, 
Kalua, Nawahi, and the late PUipo, 
of honored memory. 

At the opening of the session the 
Reform party elected the speaker of 
the house, and controlled the organi- 
zation ct the committees. 
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T]\e report of the Finanoe commit- 
tee was the most damaging exposure 
evei made to a Hawaiiaa Legislature. 
A resolution of **want of conftdence'' 
was barely defeated (June 28) by the 
four Ministers themselves voting 
on it, 

THJI SrSSCS^XB PANS CPARTSH. 

An act to establish a national bank 
bad been drawn up for Colonel 
dpreokels by a well-known law Arm 
in Ban Francisco, and brought down 
to Honolulu by ex Governor Lowe. 
After *<i*eeing" the King, and using 
the usual methods in vogue at Saora- 
mento, the ex-Governor returned to 
Sail Franoisoo, boasting that *<he had 
the Hawaiian Legislature in his 
pocket." But as soon as the bill had 
been printed and carefully examined, 
a storm of opposition broke out. It 
provided for the issue of a million 
dollars' wortb of paper money, backed 
by au equttl amount of Government 
bonds deposited as security. The 
notes might be re<ieemed in either 
iilver or gold« There was no clause 
requiring quarterly or semiannual re- 
ports of the state of the bank. Nor 
was a minimum fixed to the amount 
of cash reserved in the bank. In fact, 
most of the safeguards of the Ameri- 
can national banking system were 
omitted. Its notes were to be legal 
tender except for customs dues. It 
was empowered to own steamship 
lines and railroads, and carry on mer- 
cantile business, without paying 
license fees. It was no doubt intended 
to moDopoliae or control all tranii* 
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portation within the Kingdonii as 
well as the importing business from 
the United States* 

The charter was riddled both in the 
house and in the chamber of <*om- 
merce, and indignation meetings of 
citizens were held until the King 
was alarmed, and finally it was 
killed on the second reading by 
an overwhelming majority. On hear^ 
Ing of the result the sugar king took 
the first steamer for Honolulu, and on 
his arrival **tbe air was b|ue-«fuU of 
strange oaths, anti many fresh an^ 
new." On secomi thougnt, however, 
and after friendly discussion, he ao« 
cepted the situation an<i a fair general 
banking law was passed providing for 
banks of deposit and exchange, but 
not of issue 

At the same session a lottery bill 
was introduced by certain agents of 
the Louiniaua company. It offered 
to pay all the expenses of the leper 
settlement for a liuen»4e to carry on its 
nefarious business, besides offering 
private inducements to venal iegisla* 
tors. In defiance of the public indig* 
nation, shown by mass meetings, pe- 
titions, etc.i the bill was forced 
through its second reading, but was 
stopped at that stage and withdrawn, 
as is claimed, by Col» Spreckels* per- 
sonal infiuence with the king 

KalakauaU famous **Eeport of the 
Board of Genealogy*' was published 
at this s^ssiou. An opium license bill 
was also killed, as well as an eiirht 
million dollar loan bill, while a num* 
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Amobg these wefe the curreney act 
and Dole's homestead law. The true 
friends of the native race had reason 
to rejoice that so much evil had beed 
prevented. 

PBAOndAIi POIiinG8 tfHDHR GtBSON. 

During the neit few years thecoun-* 
try suffered from a peRi-iliflirly degrad- 
ing kind of despotism. I do not refef 
to the king*s personal immorality, nof 
to his systematic efforts to debauch 
and beMthenize the natives to further 
his political ends. 

The doalitlon in po^er defied pdblic 
opinion and persistently endeavored 
to cruHh out, buy out or disarm all op- 
position, aud to turn the Govern iiient 
into a political machine for the per-* 
petU tion of their power. For the flrsi/ 
time in Hawaiian history faithful ofi^- 
cers who held CommisltHis from the 
Kamehamehart were Hummariiy re- 
moved on suNpicion of *'not being in 
accord" with the cabinet, and their 
places generally filled by pliant toolB^ 
A marked preference was given to un- 
known adventurers and defaulters 
over natives and old residents. Even 
contracts (for building bridges, for in 
stance; Were given to firms in foreign 
countries 

The various branches of the civil 
service were made political machiuesj 
and even the Board of Education and 
Government Survey came near being 
Hacrificed to ^'practical politics*" All 
who would not bow the knee received 
the honorable soubriquet of *' mission- 
aries." The demoralizing effects of 
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this regime, the sycophancy, hypo- 
crisy and venality produced by it have 
been a curse to the country ever since. 
The Legislature of 1884 was half com- 
posed of officeholders, and wires were 
skillfully laid to carry the next elec- 
tion. Gfrog shops were now licensed 
in the country districts, to serve an 
rallying points for the "National par- 
ty." The Gibsonian papers constantly 
labored to foment race hatred among 
the natives and class jealou8y among 
the whites. 

Fortunately, one branch of the Gov- 
ernment, the Supreme Court, still re- 
mained independent and outlived the 
Gibson regime. 

THE ELECTION OF 1886. 

The election of 1886 was the most 
corrupt one ever held in thi.s kingdom, 
and the last otie held under the old re- 
gimd. During the canvass tlie coun- 
try districts were flooded with cheap 
gin, chiefly furnished by the king, 
who paid for it by franking other 
liquor through the Custom House free 
of duty, and therel»y defrauding the 
Government of revenue amounting to 
$4749.35 (See report of attorney-gen 
ernl for 1888, and the case of the Kin^ 
vs. G. W. Macfarlane, 1888.) Out of 
twenty-eight Government candidates 
twenty-six were officeholders, one a 
last year's tax assessor and one the 
queen's secretary. A list of them 
is appended herewith. There was 
only one white man on the Gov- 
ernment ticket, viz, the premier's 
son-in-law. 
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List of Goternmznt Candidates por thk 
Election of 1886 for Repbesbntativbs. 



District. 


Name. 


Office 


Haioail. 






N. Eona. .. 


J K Nahale . 


Tax collector 


S. Kona... 


D. H. Nahinu. .. 


Deputy sheriff and 
tax collector. 


Kau 


Kaaeamoku 




Puna 


A Kekoa 


Tax coliector. 


HIlo 


Kaiilukou 


Sheriff 


Hilo 


A. Pahla 


Tax collector. 


Hamakua  


Kaunamano . . . 


Tax collector. 


Kohala .... 


Z. Kalai 


District judg 


Maui. 






Lahaina. . . 


L Aholo 


Police judge. 
Tax collector 


Lahaina. .. 


Kia Nahaolelua. 


Hana 


8. W. Kaai 


District judge. 


Makawao . 


J. Kamakele - 


Tax collector 


Wailuku . . 


G. Richardson.. 


Road superrisor 
& tax collector. 


Kaana^all . 


J. Eaukau 


Deputy sheriff and 


Molokai & 




tax collector. 


Lanai. 








Nakaleka 


Tax collector. 




Kupihea 


District judge. 


Odhu. 






Honolulu . 


F. H. Hayselden 


Sec'y board health 
and tax assessor. 


Honolulu . 


James Eeau — 


Poi contractor. 
Queen's secretary. 


Honolulu . 


Lilikalanl 


Honolulu . 


J.T.Baker 


Cpt. king's guards 


Ewa and 






Waianae  


J P. Kama 


District judge. 


Koolauloa 


Kauahikaua 


Tax collector. 


•* poko 


P. Kaulla 


District judge. 
Deputy sheriff and 


Waialua... 


J. Amura 


Kauai. 




tax collector. 


Hanalel .   


Palohau 


Deputy sheriff and 
tax collector. 


Koloa 


T. Kalaeone 




Waimea.. . . 


E. Kauai 


District judge. 



In order to prevent Plllpo's elfction 
the king proceeded to his district of 
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North KoDa, takiD^ with him a dqid- 
ber of 8ol(jiers and atteDdants (who 
voted at the election), besides numer- 
ous eases of liqbor. He took an active 
part in the canvass, and SQcceeded in 
defeating Pilipo by a small majority. 
The king's interference with the elec 
tion nearly provoked a riot, which 
was averted by Pilipo's strenuous ex- 
ertions. The matter was investigated 
by a legislative committee, whose re- 
port is on file. Mr. E. Kekoa, the 
member elected from Puna, waM after- 
wards tried and convicted of ffross 
violations of the election laws^ but 
the House refused to deelai'e his seat 
vacant. 

Only ten Reform candidates were 
elected, viz : Mes^^rs. Cecil Brown, W 
R. Castle, C. H. Dickey, B. B. Dole, 
J. Kauhane, A. Kauabi, J. Kalua, A. 
Paehaole, L. A. Thurston ard J. 
Wight. 

THIS BKB8ION OF 1886. 

The session of 1886 was a long one, 
and a vacation of two weeks was 
taken, from July 26 until August 9, to 
allow the tax assessors in the liegisla- 
ture to go home Hnd nominally per- 
form the duties of tiieir office About 
this time certain creditors to the Gov- 
ernment in San Francisco brought 
pressure to bear upon the Ministn^ to 
cede or hypothecate the Honolulu 
waterworks and part of the wharves 
to a California company. The pres- 
sure became so great that the Minis- 
ters opposed to the project were re- 
questea b^ the king to resign, and a 
new Cabinet was formed June '"'^ 
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1886, consisting of W. M. Gibson, 
Minister of the Interior; B. J. Creigh- 
ton, a journalist, lately arrived from 
California, Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs; J. T. Dare, anotlier recent ar- 
rival, Attorney General; and P. P. 
Ranoa, Mioister of Finance, in place 
of J. Kapena, who had succumbed to 
the same failing that had destroyed 
Simon Kaai. 

The two new members of the Cab- 
inet were respectable gentlemen, but 
soon found themselves in a false posi- 
tion. 

THB OPIUM BELL. 

An opium-liceuse bill was intro- 
duced towards the end of the session 
by Kaunamano, one of the lying's 
tools, and after a long debate carried 
over the votes of the Ministry by a 
bare majority. Ic provided that a 
license for four years should be grant- 
ed to *'»ome one applying therefor'* 
by the Minister of the Interior, with 
the consent of the king, for $30,000 
per annum. The object of tuis provi- 
sion was plainly seen at the time, and 
its after consequences were destined 
to be disastrous to its author. Mr. 
Dole proposed an amendment that the 
license be sold at public auction at an 
upset price of $30,000, which, however, 
was defeated by a majority of one, 
only one white man, F. H. Haysel- 
deu, voting with the majority. 

Another act was passed to create a 
so-called '* Hawaiian Board of 
Health," consisting of five kahunas, 
appointed by the king, with power t<i 
issue certificates to native kahunas to 
practice * 'native medicine." 
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THE liONDON liOAN. 

The KiDg had been conviuced that, 
for the present, he must forego his pet 
scheme of a teti-million loan. A two- 
milliou loan bill, however, was 
brought in early in the session, with 
the view of obtaining the money in 
San Francisco. The subject was drop- 
ped for a time, then revived again, 
and the bill finally passed Septem- 
ber 1. 

Meanwhile, the idea of obtaining a 
loan in London was suggested to the 
King by Mr. A. Hofliiung, of that 
city, whose firm had carried on the 
Portuguese immigration. The pro- 
posal pleased the King, who consider- 
ed that creditors at so great a distance 
wouhi not be likely to trouble them- 
selves much about the internal poll 
tics of this little Kingdom. Mr. 
H. B. Armstrong, of the firm of 
Skinner & Co., London, visited Hono 
lululu to further the project, which 
was engineered by Mr. G. W Macfar- 
lane in the Legislature 

Two parties ^ere now developed in 
that body, viz, the Spreckels jparty, 
led by the Ministry, and the King's 
party, which favored the London 
loan. The small knot of independent 
Qiembers held the balance of power. 

The two contending parties brought 
in two sets of conflicting amendments 
to the lean act, of which it is not ne- 
cessary to give the details. As Ka- 
ulukou put it, ^'the amendment of the 
Attorney-General provides that if 
they want to borrow any money they 
must pay up Mr. Spreckels first. He 
understood that the Government 
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owed Mr. 3prr»ckel& $600,000 or $700,- 
000. He has lent them money in the 
past, aud were they prepared to say 
to him, * We have found new friends 
in England' -togive him aslao in 
the face?" 

On the other side, Mr. J. T. Raker 
''was tired of hearing a certain gentle- 
man spoken of as a second King. As 
this amendment was in the interest 
of that gentleman he voted against 
it.'' Ailusions were also made to the 
reports that the WHterworks were go 
iiig to he pledged to him. When the 
decisive moment arrived the inde- 
f^ndents cast their votes with the 
t'i.ig's party, defeating the ministry 
'\y 23 votes to 14. The result was that 
the cabinet renigned that night, after 
which Qihson went on his knees to 
tile King and begged to be reappoint- 
ed. 

The next morning, October 14, to 
the surprise of everyone and to the 
disgust of his late allies, Gibson re- 
appeared in the liouse as premier, 
with three native colleagues, viz, 
Aholo, Kanoa. and Kaulukou. But 
from this time he ha<l no real power, 
as he had neither moral nor financial 
backing. The helm of state had slip 
ped from his hands. Mr. Spreckels 
called on the King, returned all his 
decorations, and shook off the dust 
from his feet. The Legislature appro- 
priate<l $100,000 for a gunboat and 
$15,000 to celebrate the King's fiftieth 
birthday. 

In this brief sketch it is impossible 
to give any idea of the utter want of 
honor and decency that characterized 
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the proceedings of the Legislature of 
1886. 

The appropriatioD bill footed up 
$3,856,755.60, while the estimated re- 
ceipts were $2,336,870.42. 

THE BBQUEIi OF THE IjONOND IiOAN. 

From the report of the Minister of 
Finance for 1888 we learn that Mr. H. 
B. Armstrong, who had come to Ho- 
nolulu as the agent of the London 
syndicate, was appointed agent of the 
Hawaiian Government to~ float the 
loan. He was also appointed Ha- 
waiian Consul-General for Great Brit- 
ain, while Mr. A. Hoffnung, previ- 
ously referred to, was made Charge 
d' Affaires. 

In the same report we find that the 
amount borrowed under the loan act 
of 1886 in Honolulu was $771,800 and 
in London $980,000. Of the former 
amount $630,000 was used to extin- 
guish the debt owed to Col. Spreckels. 
By the terms of the loan act the Lon» 
don syndicate was entitled to 5 per 
cent, of the proceeds of the bonds 
which they disposed of as their com- 
mission for guaranteeing them at 98 
per cent. Bnt it appears that in addi- 
tion to this amount £15,000, or about 
$75,000, was illegally detained by 
them and has never be u accounted 
for. The Legislature of 1888 appro- 
priated the sum of $5000 to defray the 
expenses of a lawsuit against the fin- 
ancial a&rents to recover the $75,000 
thus frauaulently retained. The mat- 
ter was placed in the nands of Col. J. 
T. Grilfln, who advised the Goverr- 
ment tbat it was not expedient to 
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prosecute the case. The $75,000 baa 
therefore been entered on tbe books 
of tbe treasury department as a dead 
)oss Since tbeu Mr. Armstrong's 
name bas ceased to appear in tbe 
Government directory among tbose of 
the Consuls- General. 

BOYAIi mSBUUfi. 

As before stated, tbe King now 
acted as bis own prime minister, em- 
ploying Gibson to execute bis 
schemes and defend bis follies. For 
the next eight months be rapidly 
went from bad to worse. After re- 
maining one month in tbe cabinet 
Mr. Kaulukou was transferred to tbe 
Marshal's office, while Mr. Antone 
Rosa was appointed Attorney- Gen- 
eral in his place and J. M. Kapena 
made Collector General. The limits 
of this brief sketch forbid any attempt 
to recount tbe political grievances of 
this period. Among the lesser scan- 
dals were tbe sale of offices, tbe de- 
frauding of the customs revenue by 
abuse of the royal privilege, tbe ille- 
gal leasing of lands in Kona and Kau 
to tbe King without putting them up 
to auction, tbe sale of exemptions to 
lepers, tbe gross neglect of tbe roads, 
and misapplication of tbe road money, 
particularly of tbe Queen street appro- 
priation. 

Efforts to revive heathenism were 
DOW redoubled under the pretense of 
cultivating **nationaP' feeling. Ka- 
bunan were assembled from the other 
islands as the King's birthday ap- 
proached, and '*night was made hide- 
ou»'' with the sound of the hula drum 
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and the blowing of conches in the pa- 
lace yard. A foreij?!! fortune teller 
by the name of Hoseaber&r acquired 
great influence with the Rin^. 

THB HAIiB NAUA, AIiIAS TEMPIiB OF SOLBNOE, 
AUAS baijIj op TWINB SOOIBTY. 

This was founded September 24, 1886. 
A charter for it was obtained by the 
King from the Privy Council, not 
without difficulty, en account of tiie 
suspicion that was felt in regard to its 
character and objei'tM Ac«*'»rdirig to 
its constitution it was founded forty 
quadrillions of years after the f<»unda 
tion of the world and twenty-four 
thousand seven hundred and tifty 
years from Laiiai, the first woman. 

Its by-laws are a travesty of IMason- 
ry, mingled with pagan rites. The 
Sovereign is styled Iku Hai; the sec- 
retary, Iku Lani; the treasurer, Iku 
Nuu. Besides these were the keeper 
of the sacred fire, the aiiointer with 
oil, the almoner, etc. Every candi- 
date had to provide an -^oracle** a 
kauwila wand, h bail of olona twine, 
a dried fish, a taro root, etc. Every 
member or **mamo*' was inve>te«l 
with a yellow malo or pau (apron) 
and a feather cape. The furni!iure oif 
the hall comprised three drum.«, two 
kahilis or feathered staffs, and two 
puloulous or tabu sticks. 

So far as the secret proceedings and 
objects of the society have transpired 
it appears to have been intended part- 
ly as an agency for the revival of 
heathenism, partly to pander to vice, 
and indirectly to serve as a political 
machine. Enough leaked out to in- 
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tensify the general disgust that was 
felt at the debasing influence of tbe 
palace. 

KAIiAKAUA's jubueb. 

The sum of $15,000 had been ap- 
propriated by the licgislature of 1886 
towards the expenses of the celebra- 
tion of His Majesty's fiftieth birthday, 
which occurred November 16, 1886. 

extensive preparations were matle 
to celebrate this memorable occasion, 
and all office holders were given to 
understand that every one of them 
was expected to **ho<)kupu" or mnke 
a present corresponding to bis station. 
At midnight preceding the auspicious 
day a nalute waH fired and i)onfires 
were lighted on Punchbowl bill, 
rockets were sent up, and all the belts 
in the city set ringing. 

The reception began at 6 a. m. 
Premier Gibson had already pre- 
sented the King with a pair of ele- 
phant tusks mounted on a koa stand 
with the inscription: "The horns 
of the righteous shall be exalted/' 
The Honolulu police marched in 
and presented the King with a book 
on a velvet cushion containing a 
bank check for $570. The Govern- 
ment physicians, headed by F. H 
Hayselden, Secretary of the Board 
of Health, presented a silver box 
containing $1,000 in twenty dollar 
gold pieces. Th« Custom House clerks 
offered a costly gold- headed cane. All 
oflQcials paid tribute in some shape. 
Several native benevolent societies 
m.arched in procession, for the most 
part bearing koa calabashes. The 



u 

scliool chiidreD, the fishermea and 
many other natives inarched through 
the tbroae room, dropping their con- 
tributions into a box It is estimated 
that the presents amounted in value 
to $8000 or $10,000. 

In consequence of the Hale Naua 
scaudal scarcely any white ladies were 
seen at this reception. In the evening 
the Paiace was iiiuminated with elec- 
tric lights, and a torchlight parade of 
the Fire Department took place, fol- 
lowed bv fireworks at the Palace. 

On the 20th, the public were amused 
by a so-called historical procession, 
consisting chiefly of canoes and boats 
carried on drays, containing natives 
in ancient costume, personating war- 
riors and fishermen, mermaids draped 
with sea mo8s, hula dancers, etc., 
which passed through the streets to 
the Palace. Here the notorious Hale 
Naua or **Kilokilo" society had mus- 
tered, wearing yellow malos and paus 
or aprons over their clothes, and 
marched around the Palace, over 
which the yellow flag of their order 
was flying. 

On the 23(i a luau or native feast was 
served in an extensive lanai or shed in 
the Palace grounds, where 1500 people 
are said to have been entertaine<i. 
This was followed by a jubilee ball in 
the Palace on the 25th. The series of 
entertainments was closed by the ex- 
hibition of a set of **historical tab- 
leaux'' of the olden time at the Opera 
House, concluding with a hula hula 
dance, which gave offense to most of 
the audience. No programme was 
published this time of the nightly 
hulahulas performed at the Palace. 
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THE BAMOAN EMBA8ST. 

Id pursuance of the policy aunouu- 
ced iu Oibsou'H famous protest to the 
other great powers, ana in order to 
advance Hawaii's claim to the ''pri- 
macy of the Pacific,'' Hon. J. E. Bush 
was commiHsioued ou the 23d of De- 
cember, 1886, as Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to the 
King of Samoa and the King of Ton- 
gSLy and High Commissioner to the 
other independent chiefs and peoples 
of Polynesia. He was accompanied 
by Mr H. Poor, as Secretary of Lega- 
tion, and J. D. Strong, ae arti»t and 
oollector for the Government museum. 
They arrived at Apia January 3, 1887, 
and were cordially received by Kmg 
Malietoa on the 7th, when they drank 
kava with him and presented him 
with the Qrand Cross of the Order of 
Oceania. Aftterwards, at a more pri- 
vate interview. Bush intimated to 
Malietoa that he might expect a sal 
ary of $5000 or $6000 under a Hawaiian 
protectorate. A house was built for 
the Legation at the expense of the 
Hawaiian Qovernment. 

A convention was concluded Febru- 
ary 17, between King Malietoa and 
the Hawaiian Envoy, by which boih 
parties bound them»«elves *'to enter 
Into a political confederation," which 
was duly ratified by Kalakaua and 
Gibson, **sabject to the existing treaty 
obligations of Samoa '' March 20, 
1887 

'^he signature was celebrated.'' 
Miys Robert Louis SteveuHon, "in the 
new bouse of the Hawaiian Embassy 
with some original ceremonies. Ma- 
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iietoa came attended by his ministers, 
several hundred chiefs (Bush says 60), 
two guards and six policemen. Lau- 
pepa (Malietoa), always decent, with- 
drew at an early hour; by those that 
remained all decency appears to have 
been forgotten, and day found the 
house carpeted with slumbering gran- 
dees, who bad to be roused, doctored 
with coffee and sent home. * •  
Laupepa remarked to one of the Em- 
bassy, *If you have come here to teach 
my people to drink, I wish you had 
stayed away.' The rebuke was with- 
out effect, for still worse stories are 
told of the drunken orgies that after- 
wards disgraced the Hawaiian Em- 
bassy." 

THE KAIMILOA. 

About this time Mr. J. T. Arundel, 
an Englishman, engaged in the copra 
trade, visited Honolulu in his steamer, 
the Explorer, a vessel of 170 tons, 
which had been employed in plying 
between his trading stations. The 
King, who was impatient to start his 
new navy, to maintain '^Hawaiian 
primacy," had put the Reformatory 
School under the charge of Captain G. 
E. Jackson, a retired navigating lieu- 
tenant in the British navy, with the 
view of turnin : that institution into 
a naval training school. The old 
Explorer was purchased for $20,000, 
and renamed the Kaimiloa. She was 
then altered and fitted out as a man- 
of-war at an expense of about $50,000, 
put into commission March 28, and 
placed under the command of Captain 
Jackson. The crew was mainly com- 
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posed of boys from the Reformatory 
School, whose conduct, as well as that 
of their officers, was dit*f;;raceful in the 
extreme. 

The Kaimiloa sailed for Samoa May 
18, 1887. On the preceding evening a 
drunken row had taken place on 
board, for which three of the officers 
were summarily dismissed. The after 
history of the expedition was in keep- 
ing with its begiuning. As Stevenson 
relates: ''The Kaimiloa was from the 
first a scene of disaster and dilapida- 
tion, the stores were sold; the crew 
revolted; for a ^reat part of a night she 
was in the hands of mutineers, and the 
Secretary lay bound upon the deck." 

On one occasion the Kaimiloa was 
employed to carry the Hawaiian Em- 
bassy to Atua, for a conference with 
Mataafa, who had remained neutral, 
but she was followed and watched by 
the German corvette Adler. **Mataafa 
was no sooner set down with the Em- 
baHsy than he was summoned and or- 
dered on board by two Overman offi- 
cers." 

Another well-laid plan to detach the 
rebel leader, Tamasese, from his Ger- 
man "protectors" was foiled by the 
vigilance of Captain Brandeis. At 
length Bismarck himself was in- 
censed, and caused a warning to be 
sent from Washington to Gibson, in 
consequence of which Minister Bush 
was recalled July 7, 1887. Mr. Poor 
was instructed to dispose of the Lega- 
tion property as soon as possible, and 
to send home the attaches, the Gov- 
ernment curios, etc., by the Kaimiloa, 
which arrived in Honolulu September 
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23. She was promptly dismaDtled, 
and afterwards moM at auctiou, bring- 
iDg ihe paltry sum of $2800. Her new 
owners found her a failure as au inter- 
island steamer, and she is now laid up 
in I he **naval row." 

The facts of this case were stated in 
the afQdavit of Aki, published May 
31, 1887, and those of Wong Leong, J. 
8. Walker and Nahora Hipa, pub- 
lished June 28, 1887, as well as in the 
decision of Judge Preston in the case 
of Loo Ngawk et a]., executors of the 
will of T. Aki vs. A J. Cartwright et 
al., trustees of the king (Haw. Rep., 
Vol vii., p 401 . 

f have already spoken i>f the opium 
license Jaw, which was carried by the 
royalist party in the Legislature of 
1886, and signed by the king in spite 
of the most vigorous protests from all 
clasi»es of the community. As this 
law had been saddled with amend- 
ments, which rendered it nearly un- 
workable, a set of regulations was 
published October 15, 1886, providing 
for the issue of permits to purchase or 
use opium by the Marshal, who was 
to retain half the fee and the Govern- 
ment the other half. 

The main facts of the case, as proved 
befoie the court, are as follows: E^rly 
in November, 1886, one Junius Kaae, 
a palace parasite, informed a Cbiuese 
rice- planter named Toug Kee, alias 
Aki, that he could have the opium 
license granted to him if he would 
pay the sum of $60,000 to the king's 
private purse, but that he must be in 
baste because other parties were bid- 
ding for the privilege. With some 
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diffleulty Aki raised the mooey, and 
secretly paid it to Kaae and the king 
in three install me nts between Decem- 
ber 3 and December 8, 1886. Soon 
afterwards Kaae called on Aki and 
informed him thai one Kwong Sam 
Kee had offered the king $75,000 for 
the license, and would certainly get 
it, unless Aki paid $15,000 more'. Ac- 
cordingly Aki borrowed the amount 
aud gave it to the king personally on 
the 11th. 

Shortly after this another Chinese 
syndicate, headed by Chung Lung, 
paid the king $80,000 for the same ob- 
ject, but took the precaution to secure 
the license before handing over the 
money. Thereupon Aki, finding that 
be had lost both his money and his 
license, divulged tbe whole affair, 
which was published in the Hono- 
lulu papers. He stopped the payment 
of a note at the bank for $4000, mak- 
ing his loss $71,000. Mean whilt> Junius 
Kaae was appointed to the responsi- 
ble office of registrar of conveyances, 
which had became vacant by the 
deatb of the lamented Thomas Brown. 

As was afterwards aHcertaiued, the 
King ordered a $100,000 gunboat from 
Enirland, through Mr. G. W. Macfar- 
lane, but the negotiations for it were 
broken off by the revolution. 

On the 12th of April, 1887, Queen 
Kapiolaiii and the Princess Liliuuka- 
lani accompanied by Messrs. C. 
P. laukea, J. H. Boyd, and J. O. 
Dominis, left for England to attend 
the celebration of the Jubilee held 
upon the fiftieth anniversary of the 
accession of Her Majesty Queen Vic- 
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toria. They returned on the 26th ot 
July, 1887. 

The exposure of the two opium 
bribes and the appointment of the 
King^B accomplice in the crime as 
registrar of conveyances helped to 
bring matters to a crisis, and united 
nearly all taxpayers not merely 
against the king but against the 
system of government under which 
sucb iniquities could be perpetrated. 

In the spring of 1887 a secret league 
had been formed in Honolulu, with 
branches on the other islands, for the 
purpose of putting an end to the pre- 
vailing misrule and extravagance, 
and of establishing a civilized govern- 
ment, responsible to the people 
through their representatives Arms 
were imported, and rifle clubs sprang 
up all over the islands. In Honolulu 
a volunteer organization known as 
the **Bifle8" was increased in num- 
bers, and brought to a high state of 
efficiency under the command of Col. 
V. V. Ashford. It is supposed that 
the league now numbered from 800 to 
1,000 men, while itn objects had the 
sympathy of tbe great majority of the 
community. It was at first expected 
tbat monarchy would then be abolish- 
ed, and a republican constitution was 
drawn up. 

As the time for action approached, 
the resident citizens of tbe United 
States, Great Britain, and Germany 
addressed memorials to their respect- 
ive governments, through their re 
presentatives, declariug the conditions 
of affairs to be intolerable. As is the 
case in all such . movements, the 
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leajJTue was composed of averapre men, 
actUHted ^»y a vnriety of motives, hut 
all agreed in their main ohject. For- 
tunately, the *'spoils wing*' of the 
party failed eventually to capture 
either branch of the Government, 
upon which a numher of them joined 
the old Gibsonian party and bncame 
bitter enemies of reform. 

8«»me members of the league, in- 
cluding Col. Ashford, were in »avor of 
a sudden attack upon the Palace, but 
thiH advicH wa» overruled, and it was 
decided to first hold a public mans 
meeting to state their grievances and 
to present specific demands to the 
King. Acconiingly, on the afternoon 
of the 30th of June, 1887, all business 
in Honolulu was suspended, and an 
immense meeting was held in the 
armory, on Beretana street composed 
of all classes, creeds, and nationalities, 
but united in sentiment aw never be- 
fore or since. The meeting was guard- 
ed by a battalion of the Rifles fully 
armed. A set of resolutions was 
passed unamiou^ly declaring that the 
Government had **rea?*ed through in 
competency and corruption to perform 
the functions and to afford the protec- 
tion to personal and property rights 
for which all governments exist,'* and 
demanding of the King the dismis»*al 
of his cabinet, the restitution of the 
$71,000 received as a bribe from Ah:i, 
the dismissal of Junius Kaae from the 
land of office, and a pledge that the 
King would no longer interfere in 
politiCH. 

A committee of thirteen was sent to 
wait on His Majesty with these de- 
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maDds. His troops had mostly desert- 
ed him, and the native populace 
seemed quite indifferent to his fate. 
He callea in the representatives of 
the United States, Great Britain, 
France, and Portugal, to whom he 
offered to transfer his powers as King. 
This they refused, but advined him to 
lose no time in forming a new (cabinet 
and signing a new constitution. Ac- 
cordingly he sent a written reply the 
next d&y* which virtually conceded 
every point demanded. The new cabi- 
net, consisting of Godfrey Brown, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs; L. A. 
Thurston, Minister of the Interior* 
W L. Green, Minister of Finance 
and C. W. Ashford, A»torney General, 
was sworn in on the same day, July 1. 

THB CONSTITUTION OP 1887. 

As the King had yielded the repub- 
lican constitution was dropped, and 
the constitution of 1864 revised in such 
a way as to secure two principal ob- 
jects, viz, to put an end to autocratic 
rule by making the Ministers renpon- 
Hible only to the people through the 
Legislature and to widen the suffrage 
by extending it to foreigners, who till 
then had been practically debarred 
from naturalization. I have givep 
the details in another paper. 

Mr. Gibson was arrested July 1, b^^t 
was allowed to li-ave on the 5tb by a 
sailing vessel for San Francisco. 
Threats of lynching had been made by 
some young hot heads, but fortunately 
no acts of violence or revenge tar- 
nished the revolution of 1887. 

An election for members of the 
Legislature was ordered to be held 
September 12, and regulations were 
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issued by the new ministry, which 
did awav with many abuses, and se- 
cured the foirest election that had 
been held in the islands for twenty 
^ears. The result was an overwhelm- 
lug victory for the Reform party, 
which was a virtual ratification of the 
Dew constitution. During the next 
three years, in spite of the bitter hos- 
tility and intrigues of the King, the 
continual agitation by demagogues, 
and repeated conspiracies, the country 
prospered under the most efficient ad- 
ministration that it has ever known. 

FINAIi SBTTXiBMENT OF THE AKI CASE. 

It has been Heen that on the 30lh of 
June, 1887, Kalakaua promised in 
writing that he would *'cause restitu- 
tion to be made*' of the $71,000 which 
he had obtained from Aki, under a 
promise that be (Aki) should receive 
the license to sell opium, as provided 
by the Act of 1886. 

The Reform cabinet urged the King 
to nettle this claim before the meeting 
of the Legislature, audit was arranged 
that the revenues, from the Crown 
lands should be appropriated to that 
object. When, however, they ascer- 
tained that his debts amounted to 
more than $250,000 they advised the 
King to make an assignment in trust 
for the payment of all claims pro rata. 
Accordingly, a trust deed was execu- 
ted November 21, 1887, assigning all 
the Crown land revenues and mont of 
the King's private estate to three 
trustees for the said purpose, on con- 
dition that the complainant would 
bring no petition or bills before the 
Legislature, then in session. 

Some three months later these trus- 
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tees refused to approve or pay the Aki 
daim, on which Aki's executors 
brought suit against them in the tSu- 
preme Court. 

After a full hearing of the evi<lence. 
Judge Preston decided that the plea of 
the defendants that the transaction 
between Aki and the King was illegal 
could not be entertained, as by Ihn 
constitution the King **could do no 
wrong,'' and '*can not be sued or held 
to ac<*ount in any court of the King- 
dooa.'' Furthermore, as the claimants 
had agreed to forbear presenting their 
claim before the Legislature in con- 
sideration of the execution of the trust 
deed, the full court ordered theirclaira 
to be paid pro rata with the other ap- 
proved claims. 
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